Orðalisti:   

wise-vitur ,lead-leiða, whose-hvers, ruling-stjórna, fighting-berjast, busy-upptekinn, 

fierce-grimmur, rude-dónalegur, Danes-danir ,bold-hugrakkir , battle-slagur, 

scattered-dreyfður, fled-flúði, haste-hratt, flee-flýja, swamps-fen, hut-kofi, hearth-hlóðir, 

pity-meðaumkvun, woodcutter-skógarhöggsmaður, tired-þreyttur, hungry-svangur, 

ragged-tötralegur, fellow-félagi, supper-kvöldmatur, watch-vaka yfir, drive of - reka burtu, 

smoking-reykjandi,crisp-stökkur, lazy-latur, strike-slá, struck-sló, stick-prik, 

ill-natured-andstyggilegur, scolded-skammaður, do not mind-sama um, gathered-safnaði

beaten-yfirunnið(örmagnað)

A. Questions

1. Why was Alfred called Alfred the great?

2. Why was a king´s life difficult in those days?

3. Do you think a king´s life is more difficult or less difficult today?

(Why/why not?)

4. Who were Alfred´s enemies in this story?

5. Where did Alfred go after his army lost the battle?

6. What kind of warriors were the Danes?

7. What did Alfred ask of the woodcutter´s wife?

8. What did the woman ask Alfred to do instead?

9. What was uppermost in Alfred´s mind at that moment?
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B. Gap-filling exercise
name - fighting - lead - fierce - many - soon - easy - country - lived – speak
Many years ago there __________ in England a wise and good king whose

__________ was Alfred. No other man ever did so much for his __________ as

he; and people now, all over the world, __________ of him as Alfred the

Great. In those days a king did not have a very __________ life. There was

war almost all the time, and no one else could __________ his army into battle

so well as he. And so, between ruling and fighting, he had a busy time of it

indeed. A __________ , rude people, called the Danes, had come from over

the sea, and were __________ the English. There were so __________ of them,

and they were so bold and strong, that for a long time they won every battle.

If they kept on, they would __________ be the masters of the whole country.
C. Translation - Translate this passage into your own language
At last, after a great battle, the English army was broken up and scattered.

Every man had to save himself in the best way he could. King Alfred fled

alone, in great haste, through the woods and swamps.

Late in the day the king came to the hut of a woodcutter. He was very tired

and hungry, and he begged the woodcutter's wife to give him something to

eat and a place to sleep in her hut.
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